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The educational methods of Miss Charlotte Mason are familiar 
to the many adherents of the P.N.E.U. They have been tried 
out in a great variety of schools, with results that are claimed to 
be revolutionary. In brief, the secret lies in giving children 
books of good literary quality to read, getting them immediately 
to reproduce or narrate what they have read, and then testing 
them again after a longish interval. As a second reading is not 
allowed, the habit is formed of reading 
attention, and it is believed that this habit is 
pursuits. There can be no doubt that such 
valuable, and that the memory and the power 
pression is thus trained along certain specific 
many educational reformers. Miss Mason 

exaggerate the importance of the discovery, in “i | 

medicine or economics, there is no panacea; ye* * varies or i 
.*-.1* r. ,1 ( their particular cults with religious f 
to examine the principles of Miss 



fervour. When one comes 


An Essay Towards a Philosophy of Education, 


Mason’s practice in ±n ~ A ,,MUd 

one finds a curious farrago ot dubious psychology and shrewd 


practical sense; and the reader is constantly irritated by tedious 
■ author > passion for putting the whole 
comn! J** 1S superficial; Marx's 1848 Manifesto is 

a Y der ? olls ! led ^ two pages. Continuation Schools are 
p, e as the 19 r8 Act were not a dead letter, and 

v "li ; ns are apparently still the Huns of 1915, Whatever the 

it m i?*- u C wor ^ done in the schools of the P.N.E.U. may be, 
did r Ait- u assessed by actuat results; this Essay cannot fail to 
readers 1 ™ SyStem m l ^ e e V cs °f thoughtful and unprejudiced 

* s a book of a totally different type. It embodies 1 
Lnd ect ^ res t glven at Birmingham University to day school : 

tea rk #i, rc school tochers; and it will be of real value to such 1 

: ‘ 1 m other places. Dr. Yeaxlee writes simply and lucidly; j 

he inr T wii? OU | lSC be . natural Jy made no attempt at profundity, but j 
was much material from biology and psychology that * 

fowffinnm n T u* As ■ sensihb and straight- 

I reeommem^d^ h th,s dlfficult P rob!cI » the hook is to be I 
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Cutting from issue 

Towards a Philosophy of Education 

Will you allow me to call attention to one or two points in which 
your reviewer of Miss Mason's book seems to have missed the 
author's point of view? It is perfectly true to say that in educa- 
tion as in medicine or in economics, there is no panacea, but it 
is not usual for a reviewer to condemn as ‘ a curious farrago of 
dubious psychology’ a psychology with which he has himself no 
sympathy, and of which perhaps he has not very much under- 
standing. 

May I say that your reviewer makes a mistake in thinking 
that Miss Mason’s educational method consists in reading and 
narration? That is a superficial and popular idea, and as regards 
this idea her method is in no sense a discovery. Moreover, read- 
ing and narration is, if one may say so, as old as the hills. Miss 
Mason only made use of it in what we may claim as her discovery, 
that is, that the mind is as hungry for food as the body, that the 
food must be good, must be literary, and must be very varied P 
Again, to those who know Miss Mason’s work, the repetition 
is not tiresome, because it deals with her method in conjunction 




with education in many relations — home schoolrooms, private 
secondary schools, and elementary schools. 

It is possible that your reviewer does not know that the Essay 
was published posthumously, and that the trustees thought it 
better to issue. Miss Mason’s work as it stood, as showing the 
scope of her aims. It is true that the Continuation Schools Act is 
a dead letter, but various educational authorities are seeking for 
a means to bring education to the young people for whom 
continuation schools were at first planned, and there is no 
doubt that in the future provision will be made for the education 
people beyond even the age of continuation schools. 
May I also say that it is not possible to judge a book that is 
republished in 1931 as if it were a book that is first published 
m J 93 i* when the author has been dead for some eight years? 

I he last sentence of the review is hardly consistent. We quite 
agree with the reviewer in saying that the value of the work done 
in the P.N.E.U. schools must be assessed by actual results, 

, as the work done in these schools is founded upon the five 
volumes of the "Home Education 5 Series (published at intervals 
from i£S6 to set forth Miss Mason's theory and practice) the 
nssay can hardly be said to discredit a system of which it is the 
historical summary, 

Ambleside R itching 
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A welcome new edition of Miss Char- 
lotte M. Mason’s last and, in some 
respects, most important work, “ An 
Essay towards a Philosophy of Educa- 
tion ” (7s 6d), first published in 1925, 
has been issued by Dent. 
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T owards a philosophy of educa- 
tion, by Charlotte M. Mason (Dent, 
7s. 6d.), sets forth the ideals and methods of the 
Parents’ National Education Union. Many 
years ago Miss Mason founded a school at 
Ambleside, and her ideas have since been 
accepted all over the world. She believes that 
children revel in learning, and that the young 
mind should be fed with many ideas and left to 
select those that appeal to it. This book shows 
the practical results of the P.N.E.U. system, and 
proves that the education it provides can be a 
joyous adventure. 
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World of Books 

A Philosophy ol 
Education 

.. An Eisay Towards 3 PWllosopMy oi Education, 

By Chylous M. Mason. (Dent.) ,s. «>■ 

Miss Mason, the originator of the 
parents’ National Education Union lias 
put before us very comprehensively, 
this bool: the philosophy on which that 

system is based. _ 

The lavman to-day may feel t [ 
there are “too many voices crying in the 
wilderness of education ; ^tereai 
any rati is one who speaks with 
authority. Parents and teachers and 
all interested in the upbringing o 
children would do well to listen. 

Miss Mason shows that any 
educational system must be based on 
the fact that it is as natural for the 
child to learn as it is to eat ; and s 
convinces us that the intellectual 
apathy so common during adolescence 
(the great difficulty of all secondary 
teachers) is not inevitable. 

Education, she insists, must be set - 
education, and the prime necessity is 
contact of mind with mind. Her theory 
is throughout enriched and enlightene 
by a wide personal experience and the 
judgments of great thinkers. 

It is good to see that in her chapter^ 
devoted to Applied Theory she faces 
thy most urgent problem ol democratic 
education— that we must be taught to 
recognise true goodness, how to d»s- 
tinguish between the noble and the 
ignoble in our leaders and our feilows. 

C.O.L. 
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An Essay Towards a Philosophy of 
Education. By Charlotte M. Mason. (J. M. 
Dent & Sons, 7s. 6d.) 

Founder of the Parents’ National Educa- 
tion Union many years ago, Miss Mason has 
very definite ideas on the subject of education, 
which she published in 1925. The book is 
now reissued, and is a valuable exposition of 
the principles to be adopted in educating a 
child both in the Elementary and in the 
Secondary School. The fundamental idea in 
Miss Mason’s teaching is that children are 
persons, and are therefore moved by the same 
springs of conduct as their elders. In the 
nature of things, the unspoken desire of 
children is for a wide and very varied curri- 
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An Essay Towards a Philosophy of 
Education. By Charlotte M. Mason. (J. M. 
Dent & Sons, 7s. 6d.) 

Founder of the Parents’ National Educa- 
tion Union many years ago, Miss Mason has 
very definite ideas on the subject of education, 
which she published in 1925. The book is 
now reissued, and is a valuable exposition of 
the principles to be adopted in educating a 
child both in the Elementary and in the 
Secondary School. The fundamental idea in 
Miss Mason’s teaching is that children are 
persons, and are therefore moved by the same 
I springs of conduct as their elders. In the 
nature of things, the unspoken desire of 
children is for a wide and very varied curri- 
culum. How this should be provided is a 
useful part of this book. 
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onoowaping hook. ft i* into that Uio 
triAk iiikm wlif.-h lit: hit* inn ml i rd is 
ambition* fur m ,»n mil a v*mnH’. tbe 
task of show i tip bow nil Uic main llihda 
ot human knowledge Imvi: thHr contribu- 
tion til make EOWFtrda Ilia tupiipinunl ar«J 
enrichment or those who are i'ubbsoI m 
religions aif neat ion. lb' has linnjleti bis 
litetnc very ably. funt nqi only shows 
el tit C miiturf with all tk’|ibr 1 llttrli Es of 
mortem Thoughl tuirt kuoWMtfu, but 
tH-rjr effect ively oinhnus tfu'ir rmUrlhu- 
ttun to I Mo work ui nri fgioiis rdui at ton. 
ft may by ttuit many of tbose for whom 
t[in Liftok is j fj tenth ri will tint) it dtllUmli 
to rutifl , an I be uniteRtfiiiHJInj: or It |>o$- 
tubiiua i j tore than n ntotforulc tn ututbi- 
tan-, h xvi Hi stivb snbj-qei* as klotoey, 

[<syi lioln^y a ml |ihiloso|ihy, TIio*fe who 
rimy mu line! it £osy to avail the Hrst 
half of thu booh will feel amply corn- 
[i,:twat"rS Hi till' ■ 1 osi 1 1 s el mpti fL- wliudl 
deal with fio if flic tjtiprnnio Edituiito-t, 
the JtiTirt of tlhjrittTHin leaching. amt the 
Vocation and Training nt the Tanrlucr. 

The book will be of great value, tr only 
it servos ip show rem-hcr* Utah so tar 
frriiTt i no tip n frui if ui the disito varies anti 
devdOpartCiiTS of mcdem kimvrjL'dye, "' by 
iiX'dry Eirt.rIll.lon 10 our ur rjuainl:mi.o wttii 
the cubital facts I'cniceriihr:; humanity 
anil tbr rniirmittniH, nmierlat are! 
s|iiritiin!, nonmUi ci tn humanity. We 
imereti mi our k tiu wlsaige and ijillrkcn mir 
love of find, " 


.In to pro f tin a I’ll 

fafJirttfin^^KkhLilli^Jii 3d- 

Ueut, 7 s. 


>Phu tf 
[J. Al- 
ls n reprint or a hook 


first [■ i tii ladled 111 IL+ij- It 1.4 Jill' last 

volume of a series in which Mis* Mason 
expounds tlii* principles and methods of 

Hi* system. of i-iliLvaliuji known an tlnj 
I'arem-’ Nathnml Educuthin fhiluo. No 
□ tie will *»t!riOiis|y tinesUon if to atm of 
the hunk, "a liberal etfucatlun for ttlV* 
i in i there are num%ra ivkoWlil iJm[<iu<* 
tin’ Unifijj? thiil Hits, run only 1 h< nditei'Cil 
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however Mood. i« well ahvorairtl if its 
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Who are atti'tinminp to uch 1 e% r « a ran 
helved purpose tiy othur menu-s. Tins is 
nne of thu hr reels of the hock. Mls> 
Mason bnii l ft lie that is joodl to tuiy of 
fdachdrs wlio do tiul n-sr her uvethuiff. 
Mi>si oral irssmi^ for mstutKa, arc 
“ tnjlcy liill-iy or "twaddle." If H 
npporiml hint lUlh'o is iuliiIi Koins ot<- 
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otiirr iiioiiiods than her* 
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tielwoen itm faiallnp of the tKHJy and Itie 
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mind aiv ipme *.s-tih.raio i-ntHIt-i She 
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An Essay mwAum a PuMetev m m 

]«4W M. MaiSSK Dent- & Sur r s r - -ftn M«) This rejfrrfSjE 1 

a study in educational philosophy, first made in 1925, is evict- ' 
ence of the appeal made by the writings of Miss Mason and 
of the strength of the Parents' National Education Union. It 
is impossible to sum up in a volume all that the schools of the 
Union stand for, but there is no other book that so adequately 
Indicates the aim and describes the methods and accomplish- 
ments of a movement that has had an increasing influence in 
British educational theory and practice. In an article recently 


published, Professor Dewey points out that the New Educa- 
tion is as yet only a protest movement. It is very certain 
about the weaknesses and shortcomings of the traditional 
schools, and its exponents have proved their skill in the arts of 
denunciation and raillery. Unfortunately, the defence of the 
methods has all too often been left to the practical success of 
this or that school, and little has been done to state and defend 
the underlying philosophy. This leaves the protagonist of the 
traditional school an opening for the charge that the new 

I schools depend for their success not on methods that can be 
i widely adopted but on the personality of the teachers, the home 
1 training oF the children, the nature of the equipment, etc. Miss 
S Mason is certainly critical of the " old ” education, but she 
m has a good deal to say about the practical value in ordinary 
K circumstances of the method she de fends. Tn these matters she 
« is and can afford to be dogmatic. In attempting to provide a 

philosophy of education related to her practice she is on less 

J certain ground, and with a fine and true sense of humility she 

1 has called her book 11 An Essay towards a Philosophy of Educa- 

tion." It is something more than that, but she would not claim 

4 that she has revealed the deepest foundations of her practice. 

1 The central principle is that the child In his immaturity is not 
| in the nonage of personality; he is a person from birth. She 
1 protests strongly against the more favoured view that " by means 
B of a pull here, a push there, a compression elsewhere, a person 
| is at last turned out according to the pattern the educator has 
in mind." This person has a hunger for knowledge which, 

I according to the author, is simply starved out in the ordinary 
school. She asserts that modern educational practice is com 
| cerned with the development of faculties and neglects the all- 
important matter of providing food to satisfy the appetite for 
knowledge. (Ts it not truer to the historical fact that our 
schools are based on the Association rather than the Faculty 
Psychology?) The method then to adopt is to present a vast 
amount of material mainly in literary Form and to allow the J 
child to work on that without repetitions and revisions. Because Ai 
of his keen appetite the child will assimilate easily and will heJB 
able to tell accurately what he has learned. This ** telling" 
deemed valuable on the rather doubtful principle that * I * * 4 ‘ Whr 
ever a child or grown-up person can tell you, that we may 
sure he knows.” No one can read the book without admtrr* 
for the author and for the work of the P.N.E.U schools rep^U 
here. The diagnosis of the ills of the traditional school ^ 
tamly of interest to those who spend their working ■ 
urh an institution. 
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TOWARDS A PHILOSOPHY OF EDUCATION. 
Charlotte M. Mason. Dent 4^ Sons . 7s. 6 a, \ 

[" “Toyxtrds a Philosophy of Education S J 
In 360 closely printed pages, the founder of the 
House of Education at Ambleside, and of the 
Parents’ National Educational Union, sets forth 
her reasons for the system which in hundreds ot 
English homes has helped parents and govei- 
nesses to give to children, who must perfoice 
work alone or in twos and threes, the stimulat- 
ing sense of being part of a larger group, as they 
follow the P.N.E.U. courses of study, take the 
ixams., and progress from stage to stage. 

The book is a judicious blend of th eory and 
practice | yUlit- leaves cnte serrsc-ffi 

rc p lc t i — - r r Ilir f" — the 


The adaptation of P.N.E.U. methods to Ele- 
mentary Schools is described in Book II., chap- 
ter i, which will interest all those who are watcli- 
'ng with interest the Gloucester County Scheme 
s fostered by Mr. Household. 
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